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Core — Consumables and Low-cost Assistive Technology

What is Low-cost AT?
Low-cost AT are basic (Level 1) and standard (Level 2) AT products that cost less than $1500, or

less than $750 for electronic devices needed to maintain existing services. Plan-managed or self-

managed participants can purchase these items from any provider. Participants often have
funding included in their Core Consumables budget to enable them to purchase low-cost AT.

Click here for more information about Level 1 and Level 2 AT, including examples of each.
Low-cost AT is claimed using one of the below 6 classifications:

e Low Cost AT - Communication Or Cognitive Support
e Low Cost AT - Hearing Related AT

e Low Cost AT - Personal Care And Safety

e Low Cost AT - Personal Mobility

e Low Cost AT - Prosthetics And Orthotics

e Low Cost AT - Vision Related AT

e Low Cost AT - Support Capacity Building

What if | don’t have a Consumables budget in my NDIS Plan?

Core is flexible, which means you can transfer funds from other Core support categories into a
Consumables budget. It is important to note that the NDIA will not increase plan values to
accommodate the purchase of a product under this policy. For participants who only have funding
in their Capacity Building budget, the ‘Low-Cost AT — Support Capacity Building’ line item can be
used to purchase low-cost AT.
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Participants can purchase low-cost AT using one of the above classifications if:

e Itis areasonable, necessary, and disability-related product to facilitate independence,
community engagement and/or skill development.

e It will maintain or improve the delivery of funded NDIS supports like a program or therapy.

o The provider of supports must confirm in writing that the device is necessary to
continue supports and services.

e Itisthe lowest specification that will maintain funded supports.

e They do not already have the item, or access to another suitable item.

e The item has not been funded by another organisation.

e The item or circumstances are not specifically excluded.

Participants cannot purchase low-cost AT using one of the above classifications if:

e The item does not relate to the participant’s disability.
e |tis anitem with extra specifications above the basic model.
e The participant has purchased multiple of the same devices.

e Itis an ordinary living cost (such as soap, internet).
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